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A flood risk assessment (FRA) is a report that is 
usually submitted as part of a planning application.
It can also be used to inform insurance decisions, conveyancing processes, scoping 
investigations or environmental impact assessments (EIA). 

A flood risk assessment will give you a better understanding of how flooding 
could affect your development. It doesn’t just consider water from rivers, the sea 
and rainfall. It also uses scientific methods to assess how groundwater and sewer 
flooding could affect a property.  Each assessment is tailored according to the 
project, but a typical FRA includes:

• An assessment of the likelihood and extent of potential flooding on site and within 
the surrounding area

• A summary of any existing information or history of flooding on the site

• Details of any existing flood alleviation measures which could protect the site

• Outline recommendations for surface water management and a sustainable urban 
drainage system (SUDS)

• Recommendations for measures which may reduce the risk of flooding.

Our flood risk consultancy team has over a decade of experience in providing 
flood risk assessments to support residential, commercial and retail developments, 
as well as power and renewable energy installations. 

Do you need a flood risk assessment?

This sample of potential flood risk in an area of Glasgow is taken from our in-
house modelling software, UKFloodMap™ and shows the different flood areas 
and likelihoods for river, coastal and surface water flooding.

Use SEPA’s online flood map for Scotland to check if you need a flood risk assessment.

Flood Risk Assessments in Scotland

TESTIMONIAL

AMBIENTAL SERVICES 

• Flood risk assessments
• Surface water drainage (SuDS)
• Flood modelling
• Flood risk consultancy
• Ecological survey assessments
• Air quality assessments
• Noise risk assessments
• Traffic assessments

All our FRAs for properties in Scotland 
comply with the Scottish Planning Policy 
(SPP) and guidance issued by the Scottish 
Environment Protection Agency (SEPA).

“

Ambiental’s clear, robust 
advice on flood risk and 
surface water drainage 
issues has helped our clients 
considerably with their 
development projects.  I 
would have no hesitation in 
recommending them.

“
Chris Wojtulewski, Director 
Parker Dann Chartered 
Town Planning Consultants

Areas that may flood — all likelihood:

RIVER                 SURFACE WATER         COASTALHigh Medium Low High Medium Low High Medium Low

http://www.ambiental.co.uk/
mailto:info%40ambiental.co.uk?subject=
https://twitter.com/floodexpert
http://www.ambiental.co.uk/flood-risk-assessment/
http://www.ambiental.co.uk/what-we-do/drainage-strategy-and-suds/
http://www.ambiental.co.uk/what-we-do/flood-modelling/
http://www.ambiental.co.uk/what-we-do/flood-risk-consultancy/
http://www.ambiental.co.uk/environmental-assessments-surveys/ecology-surveys/
http://www.sepa.org.uk
http://www.sepa.org.uk


1

2

4

5

6

7

3

Contact: you contact us with the postcode for your development. We respond to your enquiry within 24 hours, 
giving you a free quote and an overview of the sources of flooding that could affect the property. You instruct 
us to proceed and give us your plans for the site.

Liaison with the SEPA: we liaise with the Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) to understand their 
exact requirements and get the detailed data we need to assess flood risk. 

Discussion: we discuss the findings with you, reviewing how the proposed development or asset may be at risk 
of flooding and how design changes could reduce or eliminate the risks.

Draft report: we collate all the evidence and data from the previous stages and ensure that the report complies 
with the national policy and SEPA guidance. 

Feedback: we provide you with a draft report detailing how best to manage flood risk to support your 
development. Following your feedback we make any necessary amendments. 

Final FRA report: we provide you with electronic and/or paper version of the final report. This final report 
identifies important aspects of the assessment. 

Flood risk analysis: we combine the data we have obtained from SEPA with our in-house data and analyse this 
using bespoke flood modelling software.  We then review our findings against the relevant planning policies. 
Each project is reviewed by an experienced team who draw on their knowledge from previous projects.
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7 stages to a final flood risk assessment (FRA) 

CONTACT US

If you would like a quote or to discuss your 
requirements further please contact:

Daniel Cook 
Head of FRA Consulting Team 
0203 857 8540 
fra@ambiental.co.uk

OUR ACCREDITATION 

THE AMBIENTAL FRA GUARANTEE

When you work with Ambiental, you will be assigned a 
personal flood risk consultant. We will liaise directly with 
local planning agencies and the Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency (SEPA) regarding your project, and 
advise and update you at every stage of the process. 

WHY WORK WITH US?

✓ You deal with a personal flood risk consultant who is 
focused on your project from start to finish.  

✓ Our team has produced thousands of flood risk 
assessments for diverse projects in the last decade. 
Their experience and comprehensive knowledge 
of national planning means we can offer excellent 
report turnaround times.

✓ Our close working relationships with the UK’s 
national governing agencies ensure you get the best 
possible planning guidance.

✓ We benefit from having our own globally recognised 
flood modelling software – Flowroute™. The 
system set the UK benchmark for quality in flood 
risk analysis and has been proven to accurately 
predict the depth, duration and velocity of 
flood risk at the individual property level, 
for insurance.

✓ We have developed river, storm-surge and surface 
water flood models and digital mapping products 
for at-risk areas in the UK, Australia, USA, Europe 
and Asia. Through our work we have developed 
extensive experience as well as a network of high 
quality data suppliers and related service providers 
who add to the work we do for our clients. 
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